SDS / WUO is an insightful look at Students For A Democratic 
Society (SDS) and the Weather Underground Organization (WUO), 
two important political organisations in the history of the 
american white left. It points out their contributions while not 
glossing over their mistakes and weaknesses. SDS grew to become 
a large white radical student movement against the Vietnam war 
in the sixties, while the WUO, a splinter group of SDS, tried to 
move "from protest to resistance" by carrying out clandestine 
actions against U.S. imperialism from 1970-76. 

Written by a participant, the author David Gilbert was a 
member of the Columbia University chapter of SDS in New York 
City and was a key participant in the large student strike and 
occupation of 1968. He joined the WUO when it was formed and 
continued as a member till its coUapse in 1976. He has been a 
political prisoner since the failed Brinks expropriation in 1981 by 
a unit of the Black Liberation Army. 

Includes first WUO communique, and SDS/WUO chronology. 
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support for activists facing state repression, its refusal to provide 
military aid to other armed groups (despite repeated requests), it's 
hostility to the women's movement and much more throughout 
Weather's existence. 

November: Five Weather members are arrested on conspiracy 
charges to bomb the offices of California State Senator John Briggs. 
It is later revealed that the Revolutionary Committee and PFOC had 
been deeply infiltrated and the arrests came about as a result of this 
infiltration. From this point on the Weather Underground ceases to 
exist. 

1979 

November 2: The Revolutionary Armed Task Force (RATF), a BLA 
unit allied with white anti-imperialists, liberates BLA POW Assata 
Shakur from prison. 

1980 

July: Former Weather Underground member Cathy Wilkerson 
surfaces in New York City. She is charged with possession of 
explosives arising out of the 1970 townhouse explosion. She is later 

sentenced to 3 years imprisonment. 

December: Bill Ayers and Bernardine Dohrn surface in New York 

City. 

1981 

October 20: A failed expropriation of a Brinks truck by the RATF 
results in the capture of several BLA members and allies (some ex- 
Weather) and the death of BLA soldier Mtayari Shabaka Sundiata. 
This effectively results in the end of the BLA. A number of white anti- 
imperialists (some ex-Weather) regroup and carry out several 
bombings under the name Red Guerrilla Resistance between 1982 
and 1985 but by the spring of 1985 most of them were captured by 
the state and the organization never carried out another action. 



Sources: Weatherman by Harold Jacobs: The Weather Eye: 
Communiques From The Weather Underground May 1970 - May 1974, 
edited by Jonah Raskin: False Nationalism False Internationalism: 
Class Contradictions In The Armed Struggle by E. Tani and Kae Sera; 
The Way The Wind Blows: A History Of The Weather Underground by 
Ron Jacobs and assorted documents and pamphlets... 
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September 4: The Weather Underground bombs the Kennecott 
Corporation in Salt Lake City, Utah for its mining operations in Chile 
which helped prop up the Pinochet regime and aided in his seizure 
of power. 



Contents 



1976 

January 30- February 2: PFOC organizes the Hard Times conference 
which is attended by over 3,000 people in Chicago, This too, is part 
of Weather's inversion strategy by using the conference to build 
their aboveground organization under their leadership. This party- 
building attempt was a complete failure. The organizers were 
relentlessly criticized by many different forces for their racism and 
sexist politics that was part of their new line on class. 

February 1 976: The Bay Area chapter of PFOC issues the statement 
"Class And Revolutionary Politics" which refutes the political line of 
the Weather Underground that was put forth at the Hard Times 
conference and supports Weather's critics at the conference. 

Spring-Summer: The Weather Underground splits into two groups, 
one based around the old leadership of the Central Committee and 
another called the Revolutionary Committee. The split centers around 
issues of race, gender, class and organizational strategy. The Central 
Committee and its supporters eventually begin to surface, while other 
rank and file members side either with the Revolutionary Committee 
or stay underground and move on to other armed formations. 

1977 

February 3: The Revolutionary Committee of the Weather 
Underground Organization claims responsibility for the bombing of 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service offices in San Francisco, 
California. 

February: First issue of Prairie Fire Organizing Committee's 
magazine Breakthrough is published. 

Spring: The John Brown Book Club compiles various articles critical 
of the old Weather leadership and subsequent split in a pamphlet 
called "The Split Of The Weather Underground Organization: 
Struggling Against White And Male Supremacy" 

September 1: The George Jackson Brigade, an armed formation 
based in the Seattle area, issues an open letter criticizing Weather 
and its aboveground support formations after the split for its lack of 
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These revised essays were originally written for ONWARD newspaper, 
a journal of anarchist news, opinion, theory, and strategy of today. They 
were published in the spring and summer 2001 issues respectively. David 
Gilbert was a comrade and Brinks Trial co-defendant of the late New Afrikan 
anarchist and Black Liberation Army soldier Kuwasi Balagoon who died of 
AIDS in prison 1985 (check out the book of his writings published by 
Solidarity). David has since pioneered AIDS education programs in New 
York state prisons, and has worked closely with various anarchist, anti- 
authoritarian and other aspiring revolutionary formations and individuals 
through the years. More recently, he worked on TIME ENOUGH!, the 2002 
Political Prisoner calendar with Black Liberation Army political prisoners 
Herman Bell and Seth Hayes, and the calendar committee in Montreal. He 
is currently working with Arm The Spirit-Solidarity on a book anthology of 
his prison writings to be released over the next year. Previously published 
pamphlet editions include "Aids Conspiracy Theories: Tracking The Real 
Genocide", "Looking At The White Working Class Historically". David 
continues to write, struggle, and mentor youth activists while serving out his 
life sentence, in effect a death sentence for the crime of being a revolutionary, 
freedom fighter and his solidarity to the Black Liberation Movement. Support 
David Gilbert and the over 1 00 other political prisoners and prisoners of war 
locked down in the U.S. prison system. 



"We are neither terrorists nor criminals. It is precisely because of our love of 
life, because we revel in the human spirit, that we became freedom fighters 
against this racist and deadly imperialist system. " 

From David's court statement September 13, 1 982 after his arrest. 




David Gilbert 
#82A6158 
Attica C.F. 

P.O. Box 149 
Attica, NY 

14011, USA 




ONWARD, PO Box 2671, Gainesville, FL, 32602-2671, USA 

info@onwardnewspaper.org 

www.onwardnewspaper.org 



SDS/WUO 

by many sectors of the left. While it re-affirms Weather's anti- 
imperialist roots, covering many liberation struggles around the world 
it also is the beginning of Weather developing a working class political 
line which they had previously rejected. While their anti-imperialist 
politics remain solid, their new class line begins to show a reversion 
to traditional settler Marxist-Leninist class politics. In retrospect many 
see this as the beginning of the Weather Underground leadership's 
process of inversion in which they slowly begin to abandon armed 
struggle and start a process of surfacing as a legal political 
organization. 

Fall: A documentary produced by the Weather Underground with 
radical filmmaker Emile d'Antonio called Underground is publicly 
released. 

September 11: The Weather Underground bombs Anaconda 
Corporation {part of the Rockefeller empire) for its role in helping 
Pinochet seize power in Chile and it's continuing economic support 
of the regime. 

October: The Weather Underground publishes the first issue of its 
magazine Osawatamie. 

1975 

January 29: The Weather Underground bombs the USAID section 
of the State Department in Washington, D.C. Another bomb in 
Oakland at an office of the Department of Defense doesn't detonate. 

Spring: The Weather Underground publishes "Politics In Command", 
their new political-military strategy which furthers the line of building 
a legal, aboveground organization and beginning to minimize the 
role of armed struggle. 

June 16: The Weather Underground bombs a branch of Banco de 
Ponce in support of a strike by workers in Puerto Rico at Ponce 
Cement. 

July: Over a thousand women attend the Socialist Feminist 
Conference at Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio in which 
Weather supporters attempt to play a major role. 

July 11-13: The first national conference of the Prairie Fire Organizing 
Committee (PFOC) takes place in Boston. PFOC essentially 
becomes the aboveground support formation for Weather. 
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